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By Col. Rusty Findley
437 AW commander

My association with this
beautiful airplane, the C-141,
has been rather short at
Charleston. But, the C-141 has
been no stranger to me through-
out my career as we crossed
paths several times.  The C-141
aircrews and maintainers have
done their duty with pride,
professionalism and passion.
Despite manning shortages from
their drawdown and real-world
missions, to include demanding
presidential support missions, I
will always remember that the
last year of the C-141s was the one that they came back
with three of the five awards from Rodeo 2000.  No small
feat for a great group of professionals!   The last C-141
left Thursday, ending their 35-year presence here.

The golf tournament, farewell social, retreat and closing
ceremonies to honor the men and women of the 16th

Airlift Squadron were truly first class and a fitting tribute
to Air Mobility Command’s “workhorse.”  I was especially
honored to have with us for the closing ceremonies:
retired Maj. Gen. James C. McCombs, the 437th Airlift
Wing commander from 1985 to 1987; retired Brig. Gen.
Thomas Mikolajcik, 437 AW commander from 1991 to
1994; and retired Brig. Gen. Howard Kreidler,
Charleston’s first 437 AW wing commander and on board
the first C-141A that arrived Aug. 14, 1965.

I spoke with many long-time C-141 aircrew and main-
tenance members and they all said the C-141 closing
ceremonies were truly memorable.  More than shedding a
few tears, they can stand very tall with a legacy and
history that will never be matched.  You could tell that
many had strong feelings about the C-141 in their com-
ments written on the fuselage of 67-0020 that was re-
ceived by the Aerospace Maintenance and Regeneration
Center at Davis-Monthan AFB, Ariz., on Monday.  A very
special thanks to 1st Lt. Robby Hanovich for his hard work
in arranging these events to remember the accomplish-
ments of the 16 AS.  A special thanks to Lt. Col. J.J.
Wendling for keeping morale high while closing a squad-
ron—a tough task to hand to any squadron commander.

It has not been said enough during the closing ceremo-
nies that none of this would have happened without the
dedicated support of the maintainers in the 437th Mainte-
nance Squadron and 437th Aircraft Generation Squadron.
They kept these tired old workhorses in superb condition
that rivaled and even beat the maintenance and launch
reliability rates of much newer airlifters.  I know everyone
appreciates the long hours and sacrifices of our mainte-

Last C-141 leaves, closes
a chapter at Charleston

nance community that allowed
the C-141 to define strategic
airlift.

I enjoyed my opportunity to
sit down with about 20 airmen
for my monthly airman’s break-
fast.   It is a great forum to
discuss issues and keep me in
tune with our people’s con-
cerns.  Thanks to all who par-
ticipated.  Likewise, I applaud
our airmen who have recently
applied for Officer Training
School and have taken the
initiative to become officers
someday.  I enjoyed meeting
with each of the candidates and
wish them well as they compete

for those officer slots.
 There will be several change of commands in the

upcoming weeks.  I offer my personal thanks to the
outgoing commanders for their hard work and dedication.
Lt. Col. Ivan L. Sherard assumed command from Col. Bill
Mitchell from the 437th Medical Support Squadron July
12.  Lt. Col. Vic Sowers will assume command of the 437th

Mission Support Squadron from Lt. Col. Gary Cook on
July 25.  Maj. Vickie Moore will assume command of the
437th Medical Support Squadron from Lt. Col. Robert
Manaker on Aug. 4.  Lt. Col. Randy McCanne will assume
command of the 1st Combat Camera Squadron from Lt.
Col. Rory S. Kinney on Aug. 3.  Maj. Rafael Diaz will
assume command of the 437th Aeromedical-Dental
Squadron from Lt. Col. Allan Rhoads on July 26.

We also had some recent changes in the front office.
I’m pleased to welcome Geneva Smalls (my administra-
tive assistant) and my new executive officers Capt. Dan
Daniels and Capt. Steve Moore.  Capt. Lenny Richoux will
be taking over as my senior executive officer as Maj. Creg
Paulk has departed for Air Command and Staff College.

The Combined Federal Campaign kicks off in October
and I am looking forward to a successful campaign not
just here at the base, but throughout all of Charleston.
CFC offers us a good chance to make a difference in the
local community.  Our base project officer is Capt. Chuck
Nesemeier, 437th Logistics Support Squadron, and he will
be getting together unit projects officers in the middle of
August.

I recently had a courtesy call with Charleston Mayor
Joe Reilly and he had nothing but great things to say
about Charleston Air Force Base and the impact we have
on the local economy.  He volunteered to come out and
speak at a senior leaders forum.  More to follow at a later
date.

Have a great weekend!  It’s great to be a part of the
premier airlift wing on the face of the planet!
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Staff Sgt. Corey Clements

Action
Line

The Commander’s Action line
is your direct link to me.   It’s your
opportunity to make Charleston Air
Force Base a better place to live,
work and play.   First give the appro-
priate base agency a chance to
solve the problem, but if you don’t get
a  satisfactory answer, call  me at
963-5581 or send an e-mail to
action@charleston.af.mil.

Fireworks DisplayFireworks Display
I’m wondering why we

don’t have a fireworks
celebration on Charleston
AFB.  This is my first base,
but others who have lived
on bases around the world,
tell me they had displays.

Why is Charleston AFB
different?

I realize this is too late
for this year, however I
hope you’ll have the time
to answer and maybe we

can work on having a
display for next year.

We agree that fireworks
liven up the Fourth of July
holiday.  They are also
very expensive.  In order
to put on a show that
would not be disappoint-
ing to the viewer we would
have to spend more than
$15,000 of your recreation
fund for fifteen minutes of
pyrotechnics. Not much
for the money, especially
taking into account the

beautiful fireworks pre-
sentations available annu-
ally throughout the Tri-
County area.

For the same amount of
money we can provide two
base wide picnics com-
plete with free food and
entertainment and reach
many more people.

While fireworks are
indeed fun, we feel we
need to provide more
“bang for your buck” in
other ways.


